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“Those who think we are powerless to do anything about 
the greenhouse effect forget about the ‘White House 
effect.’ As president, I intend to do something about it.”

George H.W. Bush, campaigning against Michael Dukakis

1988



“The scientific basis for the greenhouse effect and the 
potential impact of human emissions of greenhouse gases 
such as CO2 on climate is well established and cannot be 
denied.”

Leonard S. Bernstein, senior scientist, Mobil Corporation
(now Exxon Mobil)

1995



Americans who believe in climate change: 79%
Who believe humans caused it: 50%

2006



Americans who believe in climate change:    59%
Who believe humans caused it: 34%

2010
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“Doubt  is our product, since it is 
the best means of competing with 
the ‘body of fact’ that exists in the 

mind of the general public. It is 
also the means of establishing a 

controversy.”

Brown and Williamson

Tobacco Company memo

1960s



The Advancement of Sound Science
Coalition

Philip Morris – 1992

TASSC





American Petroleum Institute
1997

Global Climate Science 

Communications Action Plan



Media coverage recognizes balance on 

climate science and recognition of the 

validity of viewpoints that challenge the 

current “conventional wisdom”

API – VICTORY WILL BE ACHIEVED WHEN:



Articles in the 
popular press:

Peer-reviewed, scientific 
articles:

Have they succeeded?

No wonder people are confused

Percentage in doubt as 
to cause:

Percentage in doubt as 
to cause:



The Tea Party – by Koch Industries

• Second largest privately held US company

• 2008 revenues of $100 billion

• Larger donor than ExMo to CC denial

• Founder of the Cato Institute

• Funder of Americans for Prosperity

• Funder, through Flint Hills Resources, of the 
Proposition 23 campaign
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“Climategate” – Suckered by Crooks

“’This is not a smoking gun; this is a mushroom 
cloud,’ said Patrick J. Michaels, a climatologist 
who has long faulted evidence pointing to 
human-driven warming and is criticized in the 
documents.” 

Andrew Revkin, New York Times, Nov. 20, 2009


